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Technology is changing how legal services are delivered.  It also 
has the potential to change the very nature of the legal 
profession.  Once the sole guardians of legal skill and 
knowledge, lawyers now find themselves competing with 
technology-driven solutions.  In this seminar, the speaker will 
review the changes that have occurred, and examine what even 
more sweeping changes may be on the horizon.

The seminar will cover the following:

(1) Technology in the current market:
(a) Big data (eg Lex Machina)
(b) Artificial intelligence (eg Ross)
(c) Blockchain (not just BitCoin)
(d) Rules-based expert systems (eg LegalZoom)
(e) Crowdsourcing
(f) Technology-enhanced paraprofessionals

(2) Impact on current legal practice:
(a) Non-lawyer vendors of legal services to the public
(b) Shifts in how lawyers do their work
(c) New legal fields — legal engineers

(3) Potential changes yet to come
(a) Will lawyers, and the legal profession, become 

obsolete?
(i) Richard Susskind: Development, sharing, and 

application of legal knowledge is shifting away 
from lawyers, to technology

(ii) Can the problems solved by lawyers be altogether 
solved by technology?

(b) Will some lawyers become obsolete?
(i) Rote application of legal rules
(ii) Routine, commoditised practice

(4) What does this mean for society?
(a) To what extent have lawyers met their duty as 

guardians of justice?
(b) If lawyers are not the guardians of justice, who will be?

 
Speaker
Professor Ray Campbell’s current research concentrates on 
the intersection of law and commerce, with a special focus on 
the changing nature of the legal services marketplace in light of 
technological and economic innovations.  Professor Campbell 
is regularly invited to make presentations on topics related to 
changes in the legal profession, including at the International 
Legal Ethics Conference in London, which included a separate 
invitation to present to the British Legal Services Board, and 
the Law and Society conference.  He also teaches in the “Law 
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The exclusive preview on Peking University School of 
Transnational Law’s Master of Laws programme will be 
presented after the completion of this seminar.  

Exclusive Preview on Master of Laws Programme at Peking 
University School of Transnational Law

The Peking University School of Transnational Law (“PKUSTL”), 
in collaboration with the Bar Council, will provide a 10% 
scholarship (CNY18,000) for Members of the Bar who apply by 
31 Jan 2017 (Tuesday) for the Master of Laws (“LLM”) 
programme, and are accepted and enrolled for the next 
academic year starting in August 2017. 

History
PKUSTL is a relatively new and very innovative law school in 
Shenzhen, China.  The Shenzhen Municipal Government 
targeted Peking University — consistently regarded as one of 
the top universities in China — to open a graduate school 
campus consisting of eight schools in Shenzhen.  Shenzhen 
contributed the land and buildings because the city leaders 
wanted top intellectual capital, including rule of law, to build a 
world-class city.  Shenzhen is now the fastest-growing, and is 
widely-regarded as the most innovative, city in China.  In 2008, 
the first class of graduate students matriculated at PKUSTL.  In 
2015, PKUSTL added an international Master of Laws 
programme (in English).  PKUSTL’s goal is to attract some of the 
best and brightest students from a wide variety of countries, 
including Malaysia.  

Opportunity to Study a LLM Degree at China’s Leading Law 
School
Understand China better by studying in English at PKUSTL, 
China’s most innovative law school in China’s most innovative 
city.  China is not just an economic powerhouse — it is a vastly 
different culture that cannot be understood without first-hand 
experience.  If you enrol at PKUSTL, you will develop a real-life 
understanding of Chinese culture, and its rapidly changing legal 
and business environment.
 
The fortuitous location in the modern innovative city of 
Shenzhen (population of over 15 million) — which is next to 
Hong Kong — benefits from a subtropical climate, much lower 
pollution levels than other major cities in China, and a safer 
environment than most foreign cities.  Shenzhen is renowned as 
China’s “Silicon Valley,” the engine of China’s economic growth, 
and home to global innovation in advanced technologies and 
social media.  Together, Shenzhen and Hong Kong form the core 
of the world’s largest single metropolitan area, China’s Pearl 
River Delta, where Chinese and Western legal and commercial 
traditions meet and merge in ways likely to preview future legal 
developments throughout China and the rest of the world.
 
The benefit of top-ranked Peking University (“PKU”) means 
instant respect and access to a loyal alumni network.  The Times 
Higher Education 2017 ranking places PKU as #1 in China and 
#29 in the world.  PKUSTL’s graduates hold positions of 

influence in Chinese and multinational legal, business, and 
governmental circles, and are part of PKU’s powerful alumni 
network of over 300,000 members in over 100 locations.

Why PKUSTL?
PKUSTL’s LLM programme prepares lawyers to become leaders 
in the world of complex global practice where different legal 
traditions interact.  Its courses emphasise transnational law and 
practice; Chinese and Western law (especially US Common Law) 
and legal traditions.  Staffed with top legal scholars, PKUSTL 
focuses on immersive, interactive classroom instruction and 
critical thinking skills.  The flexible LLM curriculum allows 
students to take classes they choose, and specialise as they wish.  
There is only one required LLM seminar on issues in China.  In 
addition, LLM law students may take a few business electives for 
credit at Peking University’s PHBS School of Business on the 
same campus.
 
Quality is emphasised over quantity: PKUSTL is a relatively 
small school with a strong, supportive environment.  As a result, 
students receive more individualised attention from involved 
faculty and staff.  The faculty are truly multinational, and come 
from top schools such as Harvard, Yale and Chicago in the United 
States of America (“USA”); and from countries such as China, 
Germany, Israel, Philippines, South Korea, United Kingdom and 
the USA, among others.  Every international student is assigned 
a Chinese mentor to help him/her adjust to life in China.
 
Improve English and Chinese skills: If English is not your native 
language, you can employ and develop your English language 
skills in classes with distinguished multinational faculty and with 
other students.  Chinese language and culture classes as well as 
language exchange partners are offered at your choice for free.
 
Cost is relatively low compared to top programmes in the 
USA: The tuition cost for the one- to two-year programme is 
CNY176,000.  The estimated cost of living — including 
administrative fees, and room and board — ranges widely from 
CNY24,000 to CNY50,000, depending on each student’s 
lifestyle choices such as whether to share a dormitory room with 
a private bathroom and small balcony, and whether the student 
chooses to eat on campus or to dine outside at restaurants that 
serve international food. 
 
Scholarships: We recommend that qualified students apply for 
the Chinese Government Scholarship (click here to visit the 
website), which opens for applications in January, and any 
scholarships available from their home countries.  There are also 
a few partial scholarships from PKUSTL for deserving students.
 
Deadline: The application deadline for the LLM programme is 31 
Mar 2017 (Friday) for the academic year starting in August 
2017.  For Members of the Malaysian Bar (“MB”) who wish to 
receive the STL/MB Scholarship, they must state in their 
applications that they are a MB member, and must apply by 31 
Jan 2017 (Tuesday).  

If you have any questions about the application process, please 
contact Ms Zoe Dai (daizheng@stl.pku.edu.cn), or Ms Elaine 
Campbell (elainecampbell@stl.pku.edu.cn).

Click here to apply to PKUSTL for the LLM degree!

Without Walls” programme, a global multidisciplinary 
consortium of law and business professionals.

Before embarking on his career in academia, Professor 
Campbell served as a law clerk to the United States Chief 
Justice Warren Burger of the United States Supreme Court; 
as a law clerk to Judge Malcolm Wilkey of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit;  as a prominent 
litigation partner in the multinational law firms of Kirkland & 
Ellis and Jenner & Block; and as Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of HarmonyCentral.com, Inc., a leading 
Internet resource for musicians.  

Professor Campbell received his undergraduate degree 
from Yale College, and his Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of Virginia.
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